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REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 have been examined. By this Amendment, claims 11-12 have been added. 
Claims 1-12 are all the claims pending in the application. 
Formal matters 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for accepting the drawings filed on October 8, 2003 and 
for acknowledging the claim to foreign priority and receipt of a certified copy of the priority 
document. 

Claim rejections 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1-10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,898,656 toTakiguchi. Applicant respectfully submits that the claims would not 
have been anticipated or rendered obvious in view of the cited reference. 

As an initial matter, Applicant notes that Takiguchi is directed at a calibration method for 
a write-once type optical disk. To this end, Takiguchi discusses calculating a maximum signal 
level a of an upper envelop and a minimum signal value P of a lower envelop, (see col. 4, lines 
47-51). Thus, Takiguchi is a prime example of the type of system described at paragraphs 07-09 
of the background of the invention section of Applicant's specification. It is this system which 
has flaws which the present inventive concept addresses. 

Independent claims 1 and 6 each recite the feature of a maximum value detection period 
and a minimum value detection period. The Examiner maintains that this feature is taught by 
Takiguchi at col. 5, lines 23-33, where Takiguchi discusses causing an optical data controller to 
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control a laser driving circuit to cause the head to record two different recording patterns of 
different repetition periods 2T and 6T on the disk. However, the periods 2T and 6T discussed 
here refer to the recording patterns themselves, and not to a period of time over which the 
maximum or minimum amplitudes are detected, as set forth in the claims. Therefore, 
independent claims 1 and 6 are patentable over Takiguchi for this reason, and that the remaining 
claims are patentable based on their dependencies. 

New claims 

Claims 11-12 have been added. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 




SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Kevin C. Kunzendorf 

Telephone: (202) 293-7060 Registration No. 58,308 

Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

23373 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: September 14, 2006 



